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IB.  B.  ROME  003840 

1[1 . MFA  Office  Director  for  South  America  Pietro  Benassi 
confirmed  December  16  that  Italy  would  provide  support  for 
the  OAS  Mission  to  Support  the  Peace  Process  in  Colombia,  as 
requested  in  Reftel  A demarche.  Italy  had  not  yet  decided 
whether  it  would  provide  monetary  assistance  to  the  mission 
or  technical  personnel.  The  decision  would  depend  on  whether 
or  not  they  could  identify  individuals  appropriate  to  fill 
the  position  descriptions  sent  by  the  OAS  in  response  to 
Reftel  B.  In  the  absence  of  qualified  personnel,  Italy  would 
provide  monetary  assistance.  Benassi  did  not  specify  an 
amount  for  the  contribution,  but  said  that  the  decision  to 
provide  assistance  had  been  made  and  would  be  implemented  at 
the  beginning  of  the  new  year,  when  funding  would  be 
available.  He  noted  that  the  MFA  would  coordinate  with 
Italy's  representative  to  the  OAS  in  Washington  in 
determining  what  assistance  to  provide. 

12.  Comment.  This  decision  is  consistent  with  the  GOI ’ s 
effort  in  recent  months  to  increase  Italy's  profile  in  Latin 
America  through  high  level  meetings,  trade  agreements,  and 
aid.  End  comment. 

SPOGLI 


